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Aſembly of fo 
many Yeyrerable Perſons, andina * manner undertake to De- 
preciate the moſt Learned, and Pious Endeavors,. and Performances 


of 
= Admirable Man, Saint CYRIL? By the Zealous Regard Thaveto 
the niet Notion of the Two Natores, and ONE Per/a» of our Bleſffed 
ER, and adeep Senſe of the conſtant Endeavors of the De- 
vil, _ Mev Me Prey eroded Knowledge, to Pervert Our 
I am mov'd to | 

your or Wicked An Attempt to 
moſt Reyerend Biſhop, who ſo Learnedly, ſo 
bor'd to deliver the Church of Chriſt from the » 


England, Ma 4 Tobn Serjeant, deenle 7 
_ ? fea Cogitat, Utteriora de Natara Fidei Vert mer 


3, 

T what I have here Deliver R "ow Aer of th ao I & 
ver Preacht, or Printed _ been now 2 : 
about Tweiity years) is True, I am ready to Teſtifie wi 
I Appeal to your own Conſcience pe you wk 
in of All the Dodtrines , 
vor'd to impoſe upon the World, even d layer Printed 
Conſider how Fx, ahd Trifling a perfols yor you have ſhown your oe 
to be in Publiſhing your own Partituler Conceits, and looſe Fariable 
__ (as Rules, and Maexims) in Matters of Univerſal, and Efey- 
ae Concernment. Certainly it was your moſt finful SELF-CON- 
CAITEDNESS that prompted you to Def 

the Council of Epheſus and Saint Cyril, but alſo rhe Three other moſt 
Celtbrad General Councils. I will not ſay your Hamer now inclines you 
to Think favorably of the Arriens ( they ſurely are ſince of the 
NONCONFORMIST'S to the Church of England) this I ſhall fay, that 
by my Zeal Arrianiſm, and my moſt Ardent AﬀeRion to: e Me- 
moty o thoſe Holy Biſbops, who ſo catheſtly endeavor'd at the Council of 
Nice to Cur it off; Root, and Branch, Lam indue'd to an Abborrency of 
thoſe words of yours, p. 267th of your Book entitled. The Nowcon- 
formiſts Plea for Peace, Their Fimone General Councils, which we j 5s 
gd for that mhich they did _—_ Py ſbamefully Militant : Even 
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firſt and moſt honored Council at Nice, was with preat difficulty Cept in 
Peace by the Perſonal preſence, Wiſeapm,. and Authority of Conſtantine, 
Preaching peace to the gr of peace, Burning their Libels of mth» 
tual _accit[ahifn, uencyng their tentious w lines, and.com/tyeim- 
;n "LE-1 {Eh {doth BASIIE 
olence, WC. ough Copſtantine ſhew'd his Royal Prudence in own- 
ing their Libells of mutual accuſation (as you ſpeak) itadoes ngt fol- 
low from hence that there was any thing either Falſe, or written up- 
082 Principlo ofi;Exvy,> and Mibee, in xhilcPapers::that were ofefd 
| + \ Oxthpdpee.\Biſhypevi\x Tas. truegi they: were ippilicenr Minded : 
but;:we: defy yolw wards-in thatoydirlay theywete!thameftitty, Militant: 
[The:Spirit of 'Ghory.nefed on them: )/They Fought indeed;bur they Ford 
th# Good Bight of (BAITH,| Anlddaz4 bold dwihternal Life's You, it ſeems, 
are one.of Many,: who{tilll;Fight ;agaidſt their {ſh bur; -Conſider 
that you: ſhall grue:iaccount to. Hit; : that is: really: to.'FrldSe the Quick, "aria 
the 'D4ad;: I-pray,Sir; RemEnberithat Nazanzen (as yourcall hims:) 
'was's Great Bybop; Arid: certainly.the/Eminencyif -His*Vartnes'tends 
amuck more tothe: Honor of :Epiſcopucy; :thtq the: Faults bf the Biſkops 
-he ſpeaks againſt'could ever foto 'its:Diffeputarion: \ {ri eat hardly' be 
-ifnagin'd how: there could haye been ſuch Laſting, :and Glorious Monu- 
-ments of His True :Learning\uand -Godlinets;rif He hadinvver enjoy'fl 
that Epiſcopal. Grariiewry] againſt whicli youtiave. ſo:great-1a Spiyht.” 'The 
.Glony, of. His Virtues thall ſhine t6|7(b642/»at4 the W orldithroughout All 
Generations 3--whereas: the Faults of the'Biſhiops He: ſpeaks! 4gainft can 
do littke, : or ho'Hort now —_ your;rovfome-other mins Naryr ati 
oof then to Igtharant People t _ again: become Scandalous; Ant 
.now;.Sir,' I ſhall, mand you of fthole Strange words;. p, 271: Neſtot iu 
He if ſtudy; retirement, a poor. garbe, a ftritt life,” abhoxriite piblick-con- 
tentions, and loving i but of a peeviſh Zeal againſt diſſenters tatled 
Hereticks, as \Enemies to the' Churches wnity,i and peace ,' ſb that he"preſent- 
by perſecuted many of\ them,evex the Novatians themſetyesr, ani ſtirred up 
the Emperor to root thews all ot ;-und by Gods. juſt Tudgment' received ſuth 
meaſure, a he'bad meaſured. ot op at AG 
.- Such meaſure, -as he had meafur'd,, whichiyou Contemn as proceett- 
ing ffom a Peeviſh Zeal,” a Perfecmting Spirit/&zc. And by a'plain and exv4- 
dent Conſequence you Condemnj that Great, and moſt Orthodox Cown- 
ci of EPHESUS, jd highly Pereratedſo. many Hundred Years,by All the 
moſt 'Profoundly Learned and'moſt Sincerely Pious Drvines ( iſbeps and 
Presbyttrs )'tliroughout the 'W hole Chriſtian: World; [1 muſt confeſs 
-you are ſo Favorable::as not to:Condemn them, as adhering to anyEt- 
ror; but only for want of Zogiek,; of your:Nice Faculty of 'making Di- 
ſtintions ec. 11 think, ſay you,' p. 273. You will ſee that the Error of Ne- 
ſorius /ey in his want af 'skill in: ſpeaking, and that one” fide ſpoke of a phraſe 
de -ab{trato , and: thether of the\Concrete';: and if ſo, both meant the 
ſame, thing, thoigh.Cytil was mudged'to wſe the moit skilful words, ; 
Couldnone of :the Copncil find-:out this, © that , S; Cyrils Contrs- 
verſie-was a meer 2yuayje? Don't! you Pity: theſe poor Ignorant men 


that they had not; Read ſuch Zegick Books:, .as you have been versd 


in,ithat they might-have attain'd-to- the:;Excellent Faculty of Diſtin- 
Suthing between Aſtra, and: Eontrete?\. Fie, Fic | Be Aſhant'd 'of 
0 8 6 this 
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this Self-Conceit. Having faid p. 275. Neſtorius being thus contemn'd, 
Eutyches thought he would be Far enough from his Hereſie, and ſaid, that 
the Union of Chriſts Two Natures made them to be but One, you Aſſert 
in plain terms p. 288. that Cyril, Eutyches, and Dioſcorus were af of 
one mind. Strange | that. Eutyches being Startled at the Condemna- 
tion of Neſtorizzs ſhould [Les from his Herefie to the Contrary Extreams, 
and yet nevertheleſs ſhould Remain ſtill in the fame Mind with Him } 
who ( ſay: you of theſe Three) were all of One Mind? How would you 
Inſult over Saint Cyril, if you could-find him entangled in the like 
Self-contradittion * Having patcht up a great many Rags of Hiſtory, you 
Refle& thus on the Stories you have told, the Particulars whereof I 
do not think it worth my: pains to Examine: 1 have wrote this much 
to ſhew. you how far the Patriarchal Seats conduced tothe Churches Peace, 
and how far the. Four Firſt Councils - 4 Biſhops cauſed Chriſtian Love, and 
Concord, Can thoſe. Bloody Animoſities 'of perlons. moſt wilfully -#y- 
roneous againſt the Orthodex, upon ſuppoſition that they were Encreas'd 
by thoſe moſt Solemn, and Authoritative Declarations of the Fruth 
Concerning the PERSON. of Our Saviour, by the Decrees' of the 
Councils, Confirm'd by Princes, can, I fay, . thoſe Bloody Animoſitics 
be juſtly Imputed' to thoſe Councils ?: *Tis true, the of- their 
Determinations was not to Lefſen: the Animoſities: of 'thoſe that wall 
remain moſt willfully . Erroweoms __ the Orthodox, for it was moſt 
Probable that they would be much heightned; and Enflam'd thereby 
But it was.this, that this Truth of the Greateſt Importance might 
Shine more Clearly to All the World z fo that All men; bur ſuch; 
who ( as Fob ſpeaks) Rebell againſt the Light, may readily ſubmit ta 
the Power of it. How many Thouſands in All Ages ever ſince thoſe 
Councils fate have by their Determinations. (as. Inſtruments ir the 
Hand of the GOD of Truth) been Confirm'd in the Chriſtian Faith 2 
I muſt Acknowledge my. ſelf to be'in the Number of Them : And 
therefore I ſhould violate the Peace of my Conſcience, if I ſhould not 
undertake the Vindication. of thoſe Cowncils againſt your ſubtle Ca- 
lumanies, and Alperſions, That Self-conceit , which prompts you to 
ſlight the Labors of ſo many Holy Men, has entangled you in divers 
Erroneows Opinions which are great 1mpediments, 1t not wholly Obſtris- 
#ive to True Piety. You ſay page 184. Not every Pariſbioner ( yes 
in our experience not one of many) hath a full Truſt in Gods Mercy, 
and 4 quiet Conſcience, without both which they are not to come (to the 
Holy Communion. ) | 
I ſhall briefly Convince you of the Weakneſs of this Exception: 
By Full we are to underſtand nothing elſe, but Syzcere, and Efeiw- 
vis, Such a Truſt in Gods Mercy, as makes a man fo Love God, 
becauſe he firſt loved ns, which Truſt chiefly ariſes from a lively Senſe 
of that moſt Comfortable Truth contain'd in theſe words, Fohn 3. 16. 
For GOD ſo Loved the world, that he gave his Only Begotten Son that 
whoſoever Believeth in Him ſhould not _ » but have — Life. 
The ſame Duties which are expreſt by having a Full Truſt in Gods 
Mercy are expreſt in theſe words at the end of owr Church Catechiſme 
80 Repent them truly-of their former Sins, ſtedfaſtly purpoſing to lead a 
new life, to have a lively Faith + Mercy through Chriſt, oo, 4 
| Thank- 
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Thankful Remembrance of his Death,and be in Charity with all men. - Now 
is it poſſible but that he who Doth this ſhould have a Quiet Con- 
ſcience *. *Tis true, if a man conceit that he is in the Number of the 
Godly only upon account. of the grear Dreads, and Terrors of Con- 
ſcience that he has ſuffer'd; and of the great Anguiſh he feels, or has 
ever felt in his Soul, ariſing from the Apprehenſions of the Horri- 
ble Danger that his Sins, and wickedneſs have brought him into, 
and from. a Senſe' of that yexation of Spirir that is Imply'd in the Na- 
ture of. all Sin, But inthe mean time does Habitnally Love the World, 
Minds Earthly things, &&. *Tis no wonder if his Conſcience be un- 
uiet. But he that ſo Believes in the LORD Feſws Chriſt, as to Set 
Fs Aﬀettion on things that are Abwve , mot on things that are on the 
Earth, to Rejoyce in Tribulation, and Love his Enemies, ſincerely ob- 
ferviapg that Great Duty to Do to Every Man, as he would in the 
like Caſe that Any man ſhould Do unto him, certainly he Feels the 
Power of thoſe words of the Blefſed Apoſtle: Coloſſians 3. 15, Let 
the: Peace of God Rule in your hearts, to the 'which alſo ye are called in 
owe Body, and be ye Thankful, Rom. 5. 1.2. Therefore being Fuſti- 
fed by Faith, we have Peace with God through our Lord Feſus Chritt. 
By whom alſo we have acceſs by Faith into this Grace, wherein we ſtand, 
and rejoyce in the Hope of the Glory 'of God. Galatians 5, 22. The 
Fruit of the Spivit is Love, Foy, Peace Ge. '2, Theſlalonians 5. 16. 
Rejozze Evermore, If you will ponder theſe words in your Heart, 
they will certainly incline you 'to apprehend that you have done 
great -Diſſervice to the God of Love, and Peace, the Father of Mer- 
cies, and God. of All Comfort, in flighting that Holy Admonition that 
they who come to 'the Holy Communion ſhould come with a Full 
Truſt. Page 194, You Talk thus : The Nonconformiſts that think that 
for the main there is nothing but good contain'd in moſt of the Prayers 
of the Liturgie : yet think that they are greatly diſorder'd, aud defe- 
Qive z »either formed according to the order of matter , nor of the 
Lords Prayer, but like an immethodical Sermon which is unſuitable to 
the high Su'jetts, and honorable work of Holy worſhip, 
. . Here you moſt Cunningly endeavor to: Inſinuate an Ill Opinion of 
the Common Prayer, though you dare not pretend to Prove that there 
is any Paſſage in it, but what is moſt Agreeable to the Holy. Scrip- 
twres, Unſaitable to the high Subjefs, and honorable Work of Ho- 
ly Worſhip ! The Lord rebuke you for this that Diabolical Calumny 
of thoſe Forms of Sound Words, in the uſe of which ſo many Holy 
Men in ſo many Generations have Ofer'd ap their Hearts, a Sacrifice 
to the LORD, Ozy God. T have a long time obſerv'd this ſubtle w1nd- 
ing of the Old Serpent , viz. that he 1nſinuates into the minds of ma- 
ny men a moſt 7vj#rious Diſeſteem of other mens Works, only upon 
the account of ſome Deformity to their own Private Conceits, though it 
cannot be prov'd that they are any way contrary to the Rules of Fit, and 
Juſt &«c. If you would declare what you mean by an Immeth:aical Ser- 
-wor I ſhould either Demonſtrate that ſuch a Sermon may be better 
than the beſt that was ever Preacht by your ſelf, or any one of your 
Party : Or that our Zizwrgy # altogether unlike to that which you 
call an Immethodical Sermon, If by your Di/order'd, and Defe Five you 
mean 
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.mean that there are any Expreſſions in the Zitvrey, .in the yſe of which 
we may not worſbip God in Spirit, and 5» Truth, wethall challenge'you 
to ſhew thoſe Expreſſions : it yout meaning be not this, IſhalFplainly 
tell you that you are Guilty of. a piece. of moſt wicked Sophiftry: And T 
truſt the Lord O»r God will hear the Church of England, Praying thaz it 
may pleaſe him to bring into the way of Truth all ſuch as have Errtd,. and 
are Decerv'd by You,'and your Schiſmatica! Companions. "What'iprodi- 
gious /enorance do you diſcoyer in yearning at theSign of the Crolsr 
page 178, Here any man may lee the. moſt; Shameful Effetrof your 
Pride,” and Contempt of, that Excellent Definition of: a Saoramenrs deli- 
ver'd in our Church-Catechiſm, The Church Catechiſns (ay you) - defineth 4 
Divine Sacrament thus, An. outward, and: wifible df: an tuwayd,” and 
Spiritual grace given to us, ordained by Chriſt himſelf;"'xs 4 means whereby 
we receive the ſame, ang. a pleage to aſſure  thereafe+ This Definition 
you moſt ri4:c#louſly , or rather moſt Zementably endeavor to diſprove 
thus : That it be Ordain'd by Chriſt himſelf is not Eſſential to x Sterament 
gs making 1n SPECIE, 4s diſtinet from one that's made by Man. * Bray, 
ir, conlider that you had ſaid, - The Church Catechiſmi defireth 3' Divine 
Sacrament thus, Is it not Eſſential to g Divine Sacrament” that-it bs Or- 
dained by Chriſt himlelt *. And is it not: your awn Confeſſion that it is a 
Divine Sacrament which the Catechiſm deſires? Gollibe Prais'd we were 


never ſo mad as to Dream. of any Sder4mient but whar is Divine' (we 


underſtand the word Sacrament in ſenſu pr a) } though you ate fo 
Phantaſtical as to talk of a Sacrament that's made by way.) There may be 
many Outward Viltble Signs of an Inward and Spiriruat Grace z *but that = 
which Conſtitutes the Nature of a 5674me»7 1s this, that it be Ordain'd 
by Chrift himſelf, 44 a means whereby we receive — (innard, and 
Spiritual Grace ) and a Pledge to aſſure us thereof. _ The Church does'ne 
hold that the Sign of the Croſs is the means of ———— Grace of Go 
in any other Senle, then as every kind of Profeflion of Faith in Chriſt is 
the Means of Grace, viz.. of Growing i# Grace &c. Nor dots the hold 
that it was 0rdain'd by Chriſt himſelf 10 any other ſenſe, then'as Every 
Lanful, or Allowed Action Perform'd with an' Holy Intention is Ordain'd 
by Chriſt, Our LORD, and Owr God. So that the Non-conformiſts may 
ceaſe from that Fear, which you mention page 180, The great fray of 
the Nonconformiſts is, leaſt this be a ſecond Sacrament of the Covenant of 
Grace made by man added to Baptiſm, bt 

I muſt declare to all the World that the thoughts of this, that 1 was 
fign'd with the Sig# of the Croſs immediately after I was BepriZ'd have of- 
ten prompted me to ſuch 4s of Reſignation of my ſelf, and of all my 
Concerns to the Will of my Crucifed LORD, that I might xo longer live 
unto my ſelf but unto him that Dyed for me, and Roſe again, that I cannot 
but abhorr theſe Phanatical Wranglings againſt It, as proceeding from 
the grand Enemy of the Souls of Men. Theſe words of the Church of 
England ate to me Sweeter than Honey, and the Honey-Comb, we recepve 
this Child into the Congregation of Chriſts Flock aud do ſign him with the fian 
of the Croſs in token that hereafter he ſhall not be aſham'd to confeſs the Faith 
of Chriſt Crucified, and manfully to fight under his Banner againſt Sin, the 
world, and the Devil, and to continue Chrifts Faithful Soldier, and Servant 
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- upto bu Lives end, Amen, 


(*6-) 
"_ The Remembrance of theſe words Provake mie to Renew my-Pows to 
Fight the good Fight of Faith hereupon 'Earth,: rhat I may hereafter Tri- 
_ wnph10'the Kingdom of Heaven with the' Captain of our Salvation : By 
whoſe Spirit, I lay again, and again, I have beerr often mov'd upon the 
Remembrance of the Sg» of the Croſs made on my Fore-hetd to cry out + 
with the Apoſtle: God forbid that 7 ſhonld Glory, ſaving &c. ant he world is 
Cruciff d to ric. Thele Bleſſed Effetts of the Remembrance of being Sign'd 
with the'Sizn of the Croſs which T feel it mine own Soul, have induc'd me 
to Believe that there are thie like in the Souls of Thouſands of other Men. 
* We who in our Preaching,or Private Inftrufions uſethis Argument to per- 
ſwadeone that is Baptized to be' Holy in all manner of Converſation, that 
the Croſs of Chriſt may be ſeen on his Fore-head, that all men may plain- 
ly ſee thathe is Crucify'd to the world, that he is ſuch a one; 'as Our Savi- 
our:ſpeaks of, Revelations, 3.-12; 1will write upon him the Name of my 
GOD, aud the Naine of the City of my GOD,- which i new Jerufalem, which 
cometh down out of Heaven from my GOD : 'May, we Accule you before the 
Tribunal of your-own Conſcience of bein hihly Guilty. of Diſturbing 
the peace betwixt us, and our People in that you endeavor to perſwade 
them toi{light that, yea to deſpiſe it, and count it a piece of S#perſtitiorr, 
which we know, :and feel, that it may be usdas a' ſtrong Perſwafive td 
the Perfeftion of Holineſs. But here it may be faid, is not this an un- 
dervaluing of Baptiſm, to think that a Perſon Bapriz'd, has need of be. 
ing. Minded of the Sign of the Croſs? No furely : For it is nothing elſe 


in effect; but to be: Ainded of that moſt Solemn Acknow! nt made 
in aptoſm of our Obligation to Glory in the- CROSS of Chriff. Oh, the 
_Sweetneſs that a fincere Chiiſtlau way Taſte in rhe ſenſe of theſe' words ? 

In Token that hereafter he ſhall not be Aſham'd'to onfeſs the Faith of 
Chriſt Crucify'd, &c. I ſhall ſay no more at preſent but only this, that 
if you conceit that I ſhew as much Pride in the'ſeverity of the Reproof 
I have given you, as that, which I my you withal, I ſhall entreat you 
to conlider, that if Iam Guilty of Pride in this, or in any other Way, 


our Mother the Church of Eeglind, calls me tothe moſt effectual Means 


of being Reclaim'd, in that ſhe commands me to Pray thus with all 'true 
Chriſtians : From all Blindneſs of Heart, from Pride, Vain Glory and Hy- 
pocrifie, from Envy, Hatred, and Malice, and all Uncharitableneſs, Good 
Lord Deliver ws. 

Farewell, I take my leave of you with this Requeſt, that, to Calm your 
Spirit, you would preſently Meditate on theſe words : Revelation 22.20. 
He which teſtifieth theſe things, ſaith, ſurely I come quickly, Amen, Ever 
fs, COME LORD JESUS. | 
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